
                   Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church 

                         Worship February 17, 2021  

                              Ash Wednesday 
 

If you received ashes in the mail you may pour them into a small bowl before we begin. 

Or you may gather some ashes from your fireplace, some dirt from a potted plant or 

some cinnamon or cloves to place in a bowl before you.  

 
 

Music for Mediation                                                                                                   Joel Sundseth 

 

Opening Words  (people’s response in bold)  

     We look ahead  

     and see the Lenten journey before us, 

     and we hesitate.   

     The journey looks hard. And sad.  

     And sometimes lonely. And confusing. 

 

     But still you beckon us forward. 

     “Follow me,” you say.  Follow me. 

  And so we come, to begin this journey with Christ, 

  who has made our journey his own. 

     Jesus says, “I am the Way for you.” 

  And so we come to follow Christ. 

     Jesus says, “I am the Truth for you.” 

  And so we come to dwell in the light. 

     Jesus says, “I am the Life for you.” 

  And so we come, leaving behind all else to which  

  we can cling. 

 

Hymn                    “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”                                   Dominic Hartjes      
                                   (lyrics and music at end)  
                                                                            
Invitation to the Observance of a Lenten Discipline 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 51:1-2, 6 – 17 
     Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! 

         Wipe away my wrongdoings according to your great compassion! 

 

     Wash me completely clean of my guilt; 

         purify me from my sin! 

Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean; 

    wash me and I will be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and celebration again; 

    let the bones you crushed rejoice once more. 

Hide your face from my sins; 

    wipe away all my guilty deeds! 

Create a clean heart for me, God; 

    put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me! 

Please don’t throw me out of your presence; 

    please don’t take your holy spirit away from me. 

Return the joy of your salvation to me 

    and sustain me with a willing spirit. 

Then I will teach wrongdoers your ways, 

    and sinners will come back to you. 

Deliver me from violence, God, God of my salvation, 

    so that my tongue can sing of your righteousness. 

Lord, open my lips, 

    and my mouth will proclaim your praise. 

 
Silence 
 
Gospel Lesson:   Mathew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
 

Prayer for the Day 

     Gracious God: Out of your love and mercy, 

     You breathed into dust the breath of life, 

     Creating us to serve you and our neighbors. 

     Call forth our prayers and acts of tenderness, 

     And strengthen us to face our mortality; 

     That we may reach with confidence for your mercy; 

     In Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
A Word about the Ashes and the Season of Lent                                        Jamie Schultz 
 
 

 



Marking with Ashes 

You are invited to place ashes on the forehead or the back of the hand, you may do this 

for yourself or if you are gathered with others you may do it for one another.  Dip your 

thumb in the ashes, make a small cross with the ashes while saying, “Remember you are 

dust and to dust you shall return.”   

 

Hymn                       “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                        Joel Sundseth 

                                    (lyrics and music at end)                

 
Departing Words 

     Jesus says, “I am the Way for you.” 

  And so we go to follow Christ. 

     Jesus says, “I am the Truth for you.” 

  And so we go to live in the light. 

     Jesus says, “I am the Life for you.” 

  And so we go, leaving behind all else to which we  

  can cling. 

      Where Christ walks, 

  We will follow. 

     Where Christ stumbles, 

  We will stop. 

     Where Christ cries, 

  We will listen. 

     When Christ dies, 

  We will bow our heads in sorrow. 

     When Christ rises again in glory, 

  We will share his endless joy. 

 

Time for Connection and Fellowship 

 


