
       

       

        

 

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

      

       

       

       

        

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

    

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church 

420 Cedar Lake Road, Minneapolis, 

MN 55405 

November/December, 2014 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

We will be celebrating Christmas Eve with a 

candlelight service at 7:30 pm.  Please plan to 

bring the entire family and celebrate the season 

at this warm and joyous service.  The offering at 

the Christmas Eve Candlelight service will go to 

the Deacon’s Fund 

 

BMPC Clearwater Winter Retreat 
January 7-9 
Leaning Tree Lodge 
 

Join your Bryn Mawr family and friends for a 

weekend of playing games, doing puzzles, eating 

good food, relaxing, worshiping, listening to the ice 

crack under your feet, seeing the stars, throwing 

snow balls, going skating and sledding and many 

more fun activities.  

Please hurry and make your reservations and plan to 

have a great time at Clearwater Forest. 

 

Reservation must be made and paid by Sunday 

December 12th. 

Reservations are non-refundable. 

Please send your check to BMPC attn:Wendy Nove 

or give directly to Wendy Nove. 

Questions call Wendy Nove 612-977-9292 

 

Rooms $120 for the weekend 

Breakfast  $3.00/person x 2 day=$6.00 

Lunch  $8.00/person x 1 day=$8.00 

Dinner  $8.00/person x 1 day= $8.00 

 

Breakfast 

All pay for breakfasts except children 2 and under 

Lunch and Dinner: 

Children 5 and under are free for lunch and dinner 

and Children 6-11 are ½ price. 

Please fill out registration form that are available at 

church and on the BMPC website. 

Scholarships available for Rooms 

 

 
 

Hanging of the Greens Service 

 

This year we will again have a hanging of the 

greens service on Sunday, December 7 at 10:30.  

We will still meet the Saturday before to 

decorate certain parts of the church and string 

lights, but we will complete the process during 

worship.   

   This festive service will include descriptions of 

how we came to have wreathes and poinsettias, 

holly and evergreen as well along with lots of 

singing.  This service is one where everyone can 

participate and we welcome all who are 

interested in reading or helping place wreathes, 

flowers, and other greenery.   

    If you are interested in being a part of this 

service contact Jeri Papke.  
 

A Minister’s Christmas Offerings 

   I just returned from an overnight retreat 

where we told stories and listened to music 

around the theme of darkness.  In this season we 

notice the shrinking daylight and retreat to the 

warmth of our homes and indoor gathering places.  

I have always loved the dark and actually looked 

forward to the season when the days were longer 

and I didn’t have to feel guilty about being inside 

so much.  One of the things I love about darkness 

is how everything looks when the lights are on 

and the candles are lit.  Light in the darkness is 

inviting, warm, cozy.  However, I do not like it 

when the street where I live is so dark that I 

cannot see the neighbors out walking their dogs 

without any reflective clothing.  Sometimes 

darkness is threatening because we cannot know 

what is there or what we might stumble upon as 

we go along.   

   If Advent is a season of waiting in darkness for 

the coming of the light, how does darkness help 

us understand God and our own connection to the 

holy?  John Navon, a Jesuit priest, offers this: 

   “Darkness provides us with a therapeutic limit-

experience, illuminating the meagerness of human 

resources for experiencing, understanding and 

communicating the divine.  It reminds us that God 

alone has an adequate idea of who God is and that 

even our most successful efforts at 

understanding God are inadequate.  When 

darkness induces modesty, humility, faith and 

trust, it leads to a communion with God as God 

really is, it frees us from the self-deceptions of 

worshipping gods of our own making.  Only the 

real God saves, not the illusion.  The true 

Israelite is the wise person who makes a home in 

the shadows of Shaddai.”   

    May we see the darkness as a gift, an invi-

tation to move into stillness and find communion 

with God.   

          Jamie 

 

 
 

 

Order a Poinsettia 

Consider ordering one to decorate the church for 

Advent and Christmas Eve, and take it is yours to 

take home for Christmas.  Order forms are by the 

office door. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa Night at St. Anne’s Place:  
Wednesday, December 17th (time TBA) 
This is our annual holiday event at St. Anne's 

Place homeless shelter for women and their 

children.  It is a night of lots of activity with a 

special appearance by Santa!  

We help the children meet and photo op with 

Santa; shop and wrap holiday gifts for their mom; 

and make crafty picture frames for their Santa 

picture.  

Please consider volunteering and see the sign-up 

sheet.  

Contact Heather Struwe (612- 655-4740 

or hstruwe@gmail.com)  with any questions.  

December 14 is the Christmas Pageant! 

Mark your calendars and invite the family!  The 

Christmas pageant is scheduled for December 

14 during the 10:30 service.  Practices are 

scheduled to be held during Sunday School, 

and Saturday morning, December 13.  All the 

kids are encouraged to participate.  Tanyia Abel 

is directing the pageant.  Please direct questions 

to her.  Joy to the World! 

 

St. Anne’s Sponsor-A-Family 

After families move from St. Anne’s, their 
resources are limited.  During the holidays, our 
congregation sponsors families that lived at St. 
Anne’s during the past year.  We provide gifts 
from their wish list.  As in previous years, look 
for family wish lists posted in the hallway and 
consider signing up for one person or for an 
entire family, shopping for their ‘wish’ items, and 
delivering them to church.  They will then be 
bundled, tagged and delivered to St. Anne’s for 
distribution to the families. 

St. Anne’s also has a gift program for families 
currently living at St. Anne’s.  They create a 
holiday store where family members can shop for 
each other.  The items needed for this program 
need to be new and unwrapped.  They will be 
collected at church and delivered to St. Anne’s 
Place for their store.  Look for a list of sample 
items posted in the hallway – wish lists for moms 
and children.  You may already have a few items 
around your home that would be appropriate. 

 
Items will be due Wednesday, December 14 

Contact Nicole Hiedeman or Kate Houston with 
any questions and listen for upcoming 
announcements. 
 

Look for Family lists and mom/ children 

“wish lists” posted in the BMPC hallway. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

The Mission Possible team is thankful for your 

generous gifts of money and time to support 

our Mission Possible programs! Recently, you 

supported our Peacemaking Special Offering 

with donations of $710, to be shared between 

Presbyterian Peacemaking programs and 

Kinship of Greater Minneapolis (a local 

organization that arranges mentorships for 

young people). 
 

You also showed great support for our special 

Sheridan Story Thanksgiving fundraiser with 

gifts of $2,392. This is enough to provide 

weekend food supplies for an additional 18 

students at Bryn Mawr Elementary. These are 

children who otherwise might have gone 

hungry! We also appreciate the new and 

recurring volunteers who have stepped 

forward to help with Friday food distribution 

for our Sheridan Story program—your time is 

of great value to us as well! Finally, we extend 

our thanks to Jeri Papke (for her great wall 

display), and to Lauren Hiedeman and the 

Sunday School children for the beautiful 

place mats they created to help spread the 

story about Sheridan Story!  
 

Thank you, one and all, for your willingness to 

share the gifts that God has given you with 

others in our community and beyond! If you 

have questions about our Mission Possible 

programs, feel free to contact Lisa Bullard at 

LB@lisabullard.com or 612-377-6003. 

 

mailto:hstruwe@gmail.com
mailto:LB@lisabullard.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for volunteering! 

Sunday, November 23 

Greet/Offering: N. Blankfard & K. Beveridge 

Coffee Hour: The Mission Team 

Sunday, November 30 

Greet/Offering: R. Bauer & Katie Anderson 

Coffee Hour:   

Sunday, December 7 

Greet/Offering: P. Jonson & B. Kerr 

Coffee Hour: Sharon Johnson 

Sunday, December 14 

Pageant Sunday 

Greet/Offering: J. Hooker & D. Goodwyne  

Coffee Hour:   

Sunday, December 21  

Greet--/Offering: B. Becker & L. Kadwell 

Coffee Hour:  Goodwynes 

Christmas Eve Service, December 24  

Sunday, December 28 

Greet/Offering:  N. Blankfard & K. Beveridge 

Coffee Hour: Sally Neverman to celebrate Rachel’s   

                                     birthday 
 

 

 

BMPC Clearwater Winter Retreat 

February 13-15 (16) 

Leaning Tree Lodge  
Presidents Day Weekend-We have an 

additional day/night available 

Join your Bryn Mawr family and friends for a 

weekend of playing games, doing puzzles, eating 

good food, relaxing, worshiping, listening to the 

ice crack under your feet, seeing the stars, 

throwing snow balls, going skating and sledding 

and many more fun activities. 

Please hurry and make your reservations and plan 

to have a great time at Clearwater Forest. 

 Reservation must be made and paid by Sunday 

December 14th and are non-refundable. 

Please send your check to BMPC attn: Wendy 

Nove (or give directly to Wendy.) 

Questions? call Wendy 612-977-9292  

Rooms $125 for the weekend 

            Sunday night $45/smaller & $60/larger 

Meals   Breakfast $3.00/person x 2 day=$6 

 Lunch $8.00/person x 2 day=$16.00 

            Dinner $8.00/person x 2 day= $16.00 

Breakfast 

All ages pay for breakfast at the $3/meal 

If you are planning to stay Sunday night and need 

Breakfast provided please include $3 

more/person 

Lunch and Dinner: 

Children 4 and under are free for lunch and 

dinner and Children 5-11 are ½ price. 

 Please do not bring food items containing 

NUTS 

Please fill out registration form and return to 

Wendy or to the office by December 14th with 

payment. 

          Scholarships are available for   

          rooms Friday & Saturday nights 
 

Join Adult Education 

Adult Education will discuss Saving Jesus from 

the Church: How to Stop Worshiping Christ and 

Start Following Jesus in December and January. 

Join us in the More Light Room on Sundays 

at 9:30 a.m. Written by UCC pastor, professor, 

and peace activist Robin Meyers, the book shows 

us what it means to follow Jesus’ teaching today. 

Dr. Meyers points out that believing in Jesus has 

little impact on our daily lives. Following Jesus, 

however, can change everything. 

  

 

Supper Circle sign up time 

Supper Circles are a great opportunity to spend 

time getting to know other  

church families, and  

get involved in the  

church community.   

Sign up on the bulletin  

board in the hallway and  

we will randomly assign  

you to groups who then 

take turns hosting dinner  

pot luck style.    

With questions, ask Rachel Neverman or any of 

the Deacons. 

 

tel:612-977-9292


The Cedar Lake Seven Men’s Gospel Choir 

after 20 years 

    November 8th, Saturday 2:00 P.M. Rehearsal with the 

old guys. We invited all the CL7 alums plus all the men of 

the church and got 8 more singers. In 60 minutes they 

learned 3 songs for a concert a few hours away. Sweet 
By And By, Turn Your Radio On and I’ll Fly Away. No 

sheet music, we just sang a part to everybody and had 

them sing it back. It worked great and made for one of 

our best concerts.  

    On the new album, we had Andy Bell in the booth, Joel 

Sundseth on piano, Dan Hooker on trumpet and Tanyia 

Able, Rachael Neverman and Danni Dancer as guest 

singers. Everybody showed up to perform in our favorite 

concert ever.  

      5:00 P.M concert. Right from the beginning the 

audience was on our side. The initial band set worked 

great. Lots of excitement, lots of smiles and nodding 

heads. Recent retiree, Doug Neverman came to the 

stage for the a cappella set. It’s hard to believe we 

won’t have Doug to kick around anymore. After 

Christmas 1994, we sang at the Bryn Mawr Church Ice 

Cream Social in July 1995. It was then and there that 

Doug Neverman and Roger Clarke introduced 

themselves. We invited them to sing with us the 

following Wednesday night. They both joined the group 

and the church, and dragged their families along. Doug 

carries the distinction of singing with us for 19 ½ years 

and recording 5 albums before retiring with honors. 

Doug’s always been big and tall with a good head of hair 

and a mustache that Burt Reynolds would tip his cowboy 

hat to. So for all those years, with thinly veiled envy, we 

referred to him by a few endearing nicknames, including 

but not limited to Bigfoot, Sasquatch, Yeti, and our 

favorite, The Wookie. 

   The band came back together for the second half of 

the show. Oh How I Love Jesus has really grown into a 

nice tune, a great spot in the show. While recording the 

album, Andy Bell always referred to it as “that sleepy 

tune.”  It’s a joyful song. Great leads, great harmony, 

great guitar work. Perfect sentiment. Solid crowd 

pleaser. Andy Bell can take a flying leap!  

    Run On is a delicious tune. We’ve been listening to 

Elvis and The Stamps Gospel Quartet sing that tune for 

20 years. We just assumed the smite-ful, Old 

Testament subject matter was too dark for primetime. 

Until Dom. Suddenly it’s entertaining. Thanks, Dom. 

    On Across the Bridge we added Dan Hooker on 

Trumpet. We really only had one rehearsal with Dan 

earlier in the week. The tune is full-on Dixieland and Dan 

was all over it. That tune probably pulled the biggest 

spontaneous applause out of the audience.  

    Side By Side is a novelty tune. A silly song, but darn 

entertaining. Jim Hooker found a soulful tune from the 

Cathedrals called I Thirst, referring to Jesus’ words on 

the cross. “He said I Thirst, yet He gave me water. He 
said I thirst, yet He made the sea...” Beautiful tune. 

Slow waltz, great harmonies. At the time our repertoire 

was loaded with slow, beautiful songs. Ever looking for 

compromise, a deal was struck. We’ll sing your beautiful 

slow song if you sing this catchy, Tin Pan Alley tune 

called Side By Side. It’s about a fellow who married a 

girl and didn’t discover until his wedding night that she 

was guilty of, shall we say, false advertising. Jim hated 

it. But he learned it and we put it in the road show 

where it’s been playing very well to our preferred 

demographic. Well Saturday night was the big Bryn 

Mawr reveal and it KILLED, BABY!  

    And then came Sunday morning… After a night 

celebrating our concert victorious, we were all moving 

slowly 9AM on Sunday morning. Most of our guest 

artists missed the memo to show up for rehearsal and 

we were missing a couple of the 7 too, so we went for 

coffee. We assumed everybody would be there at 10:30. 

During the service we pulled the gang up for Sweet By & 
By andTurn Tour Radio On and nailed them both. Thanks, 

everybody for a Great weekend! 

    Regina Medical Center & Assisted Senior Living 

3 Months ago, for some reason, we scheduled a concert 

on the Sunday afternoon of our big weekend. What were 

we thinking! We discussed rescheduling it, but no. We 

said it sounded great! After church, we loaded the truck 

and drove to Hastings. We stopped for lunch and we’re 

all dead tired. If there had been a comfy couch, we 

would’ve snuggled in and passed out. But nothing’s comfy 

in Hastings. We pulled in to the venue, set up, said, 

“check, and waited for a 3:00 concert. By 2:30, the 

residents started rolling in. By 3:00 the room’s full, 

mostly with folks in wheelchairs. We prayed and opened 

with I Saw The Light and started to feel the groove. 

The music started flowing and we’re on a gospel high 

before the second song. All morning we all were grousing 

about scheduling this gig. Well it was great. A great 

finish for a great weekend. We were showered with 

praise all weekend about our commitment to our mission 

and here we were, faced with yet another opportunity to 

walk the walk. We took gospel music to a bunch of really 

lonely folks. We stayed and shook hands and chatted 

and listened to their stories till they got rolled back to 

their rooms.   

      Thanks again to everyone who continually supports us 

and keeps us on the road. - CL7 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

November 30     First Sunday of Advent 

December 7          Second Sunday in Advent 

                              Hanging of the Greens Service 

Saturday, December 13 

                           10:00 a.m-12:00 Pageant   

                                    Rehearsal  

December 14     Children’s Pageant  

                    St Anne’s Adopt-a-Family 

                                      Gifts due  

                        Third Sunday in Advent  

Wednesday, December 17      

                    Santa Night at St Anne’s 

                                    (time TBA) 

December 21        Fourth Sunday in Advent  

December 24      7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

January 13-15(16) Clearwater winter retreat 

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church 
420 Cedar Lake Road South  
Minneapolis, MN  55405 
612-377-5222 
www.brynmawrchurch.org 
 


